
GENEVA HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
Honors Summer Reading and Writing Assignments 

 
 
Students enrolled in English I Honors, English II Honors, Advanced Placement English Literature and 
Composition, and AP Language are expected to complete a summer reading assignment.  Information 
about the specific written requirements can be accessed under the English Department section of the 
Geneva High School Web Site at www.geneva304.org/ghs. 
 
 

Course Titles 

English I Honors 
 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas 
Because this novel is translated from the French and abridged, it is important 
that we all use the same edition by the same publisher. Please purchase the 
Barnes & Noble Classics edition 2004.   ISBN 1-59308-088-3 

English II Honors • The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

AP English 
Literature and 
Composition 

• The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 

• Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
Please do not use a Shakespeare made easy type of play. 

AP English 
Language and 
Composition 

• Unbroken  by Laura Hillenbrand 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Should I Purchase My Own Novels? 

The English Department recommends (but does not require) that students purchase their own 

copies of selected novels and plays.  Purchasing personal copies of these supplementary titles 

• promotes literacy by providing a sense of the value of reading by helping students build 

their personal libraries. 

• improves reading comprehension by allowing students to truly “own” the materials by 

being able to interact with the text by underlining, marking key passages, and annotating.  

o When students underline/highlight key quotations and passages they can refer not 

just to the quotation/ideas but to the context from which it comes. 

o This also helps build vocabulary when students can write definitions and 

underline contextual clues to meaning. 

• helps prepare students for the future (whether it is college or a vocational path) the skills 

of being able to work through the text interactively helps them learning valuable critical 

thinking and processing skills.   

• allows students to study the novels and plays when it makes the best sense in the 

sequence of the course, not just when (or if) copies of the limited supply of books are 

available. 

 

Where Can I Buy Novels? 

During summer registration days, Barnes and Noble representatives will sell novels at the high 

school at a reduced cost to our students.  The list of recommended novels will be available at the 

Barnes & Noble table.  The number of novels varies by course and teacher.  Prices range from 

approximately $5.00 to $15.00.  Sorry, credit cards cannot be accepted.  Cash or checks (payable 

to Geneva High School) only.  Discounts will not be available at the store. 

http://www.geneva304.org/ghs

